
HELP FOR ARTS ORGANIZATIONS IN ECONOMICALLY CHALLENGING TIMES  

Entry level staff available through L.A. County’s youth and senior citizen 
employment programs  

Are you short on staff but need help with front desk reception, box office, 
ushering and other entry level office duties? If you need more hands on deck 
but are unable to hire additional support staff at this time, consider the 
following two opportunities for arts organizations to hire youth (ages 14-24) 
and seniors (55+) through federally funded programs greatly augmented by 
the stimulus package that place youth and seniors in work sites. More 
information follows below on the details of each program and how to apply to 
become a worksite.  

 
YOUTH PROGRAM 
 
Background: 
The Los Angeles County WIA Youth Program emphasizes the long-term development of 
high priority youth -- low income young people ages 14-24 who face barriers to 
employment -- by helping them connect successfully to the labor market via a network of 
service providers. To manage the student placement, the Los Angeles County 
Community and Senior Services Department contracts with 17 sites (listed below) that 
place youth into work sites. These 17 contractors manage all payroll and administration 
for the youth workers and they will receive $15 million from the Federal reinvestment 
money this year.  

 
Arts organizations can request multiple students, ages 14-24, who can work a maximum 
of 140 hours. As one participant reaches maximum hours, another student can then be 
hired in his or her place. 

 
Next Steps: 
Organizations interested in becoming a worksite should contact the contractor agency 
closest to them for more details. Each agency places youth in its geographic region so 
that students can get to work sites more easily. The 17 contractor agencies below have 
been mapped out on Google: 
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=UTF8&msa=0&ll=34.117774,-
118.318634&spn=0.127336,0.219727&z=12&msid=114756380534291099220.0004667
2aed80978521da.  
 
Find the contractor closest to your office location and call the contact person listed to 
obtain an application to become a worksite.  
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WIA YOUTH CONTACT LIST 
Asian American Drug Abuse Program, Inc. 

(AADAP) 
5318 S. Crenshaw Blvd.,  Los Angeles, CA 90043 
Phone: (323) 293-6284;  Fax: (323) 295-4075 

Mike Watanabe – E.D.    miwat@aadapinc.org
Daisy Nakanishi – P.M. -  Phone: (323)295-0262; 
danakanishi@aadapinc.org

Jewish  Vocational Services (JVS) 
6505 Wilshire Blvd.,  Los Angeles, CA 90048 
Phone: (323) 761-8888;  Fax: (323) 761-8581 

Angie Cooper- P.M. – Phone: (310) 309-6000 
acooper@jvsla.org
Josefina Santiago – PM jsantiago@jvsla.org

AYE of Catholic Charities of Los Angeles 
3250 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 1010,  Los Angeles, CA 

90010 
Phone: (213) 736-5456;  Fax: (213) 736-5654 
Robert L. Gutierrez – E.D. Robert@aye-la.org

Eduardo Guillan Eduardo@aye-la.org  – P.M. 
Please note- this is their central office and they have 
field offices throughout LA County. 

L.A. County Office of Education (LACOE) 
3055 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1100,  Los Angeles, CA 

90010 
Phone: (562) 803-8203; Fax: (213) 637-3117 
Williams Elkins – E.D. elkins_bill@lacoe.edu

Carole Suydam – P.M. Phone: (213) 637-3106; 
suydam_carole@lacoe.edu

Career Partners - Rosemead 
3505 N. Hart Avenue,  Rosemead, CA 91770 
Phone: (626) 572-7272;  Fax: (626) 572-9100 
Raymond L. Gibbs – E.D.  rgibbs@careerpartners.org
Johnene Leyba – P.M. – FAX: (626)-569-1181; 

Jleyba@careerpartners.org

L.A. Works
5200 Irwindale Ave., Suite 210,  Irwindale, CA 91706
Phone: (626) 960-3964;  Fax: (626) 962-0064 
Salvador Velasquez – E.D   

 salvador.velasquez@laworks.org
Shelly Laddusaw – P.M. – 
shelly.laddusaw@laworks.org

Compton CareerLink 
700 N. Bullis Road,  Compton, CA 90221 
Phone: (310) 605-5586;  Fax: (310) 605-0322 
Kimberly McKenzie – E.D. 

kmckenzie@comptoncity.org
Deborah Daniels – P.M. Phone: (310)-605-3069;  Fax: 

(310)-605-3067 

Maravilla Foundation
5729 Union Pacific Ave.,  Commerce, CA 90022 
Phone: (323) 869-4528; Fax: (323) 278-7788 
Alex Sotomayor – E.D. alexsot@aol.com
Katherine Morfin–P.M. kathy@maravilla.org
Phone: (323) 869-45419 Fax: (323) 721-0356 
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Communities in Schools 
17625 S.Central Ave. #E,  Carson, CA  90746 
Phone: (310) 637-7422;  Fax: (310) 638-2965 
Shirley Allen – E.D.  Allencis@aol.com
Artricia Woods – P.M.– artricia@aol.com

Mexican American Opportunities Foundation 
(MAOF)
972 S. Goodrich Blvd., Commerce ,CA 90022 
Phone: (323) 890-1555 
Enrique Aranda – E.D. earanda@maof.org
Maricela Covarrubias – P.M. Fax: (323) 890-1556 
mcovarrubias@maof.org

Door of Hope 
1414 S. Atlantic Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90022 
Phone: (323) 262-2777;  Fax: (323) 262-3610 
Shirley A. Melendez – E.D. 

melendezshirley@yahoo.com

Southeast Area Social Services Funding Authority 
(SASSFA)
10400 Pioneer Blvd., Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
Phone: (562) 946-2237; Fax:  (562) 946-5818 
Kirk Kain – E.D. Kkain@sassfa.org
Francisco De Leon – P.M. fdeleon@sassfa.org

Foothill Employment & Training Connection 
1207 E. Green St.,  Pasadena, CA 91106 
Phone: (626) 584-8381; Fax: (626) 304-7902 
Phillip L. Dunn – E.D. – pdunn@foothilletc.org

Phone: 626-584-8396 
Steve Chase schase@foothilletc.org 626/584-8394 

Special Services for Groups (SSG)
19401 S. Vermont Ave. Suite A-200,  Torrance, CA 
90502 
Phone:  (310) 323-6887;  Fax: (310) 323-1570 
Herb Hatanaka – E.D. 
Sarah Bream – P.M. srbream@aol.com

Goodwill Industries 
342 San Fernando Road,  Los Angeles, CA 90031 
Phone: (323) 221-1211; Fax: (323) 539-2049 
Robert Soule – E.D. rsoule@goodwillsocal.org

Hector Huezo – P.M. Phone (323) 539-2165 
hhuezo@goodwillsocal.org

Watts Labor Community Action Center (WLCAC) 
10950 S. Central Ave.,  Los Angeles, CA 90059 
Phone:  (323) 563-5639;  Fax: (323) 566-7211 
Timothy Watkins – E.D. timothy@wlcac.org
Parker Anderson – P.M. – Phone: (323) 249-1548 
panderson@wlcac.org

Hub Cities Consortium 
2677 Zoe Ave.,  Huntington Park, CA 90255 
Phone: (323) 586-4720; Fax: (323)586-4702 
Jeff Kennelly – E.D. – jkennelly@hubcities.org
Juan Llamas – P.M. – Phone: (323) 586-4753 

jllamas@hubcities.org

 

 
SENIOR COMMUNITY SERVICE EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM (SCSEP)

Background: 

In response to a critical need to promote employment opportunities for individuals 55 
years of age and older, Congress established the Senior Community Service 
Employment Program (SCSEP). Networking with nonprofit and public agencies, this 
valuable program provides participants with subsidized on-the-job training experiences 
to help them learn new job skills necessary in today’s workplace. SCSEP’s ultimate goal 
is to equip older works with skills to enable them to transition into unsubsidized 
employment. 

The County’s Title V Senior Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP) has 
received a grant from the President’s American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. They 
are very interested in working more closely with the arts community to provide on-the-
job training for seniors (low-income individuals over 55). Arts 
organizations are eligible to become host agencies. 
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A senior may remain in a host agency for a maximum of 2 years as a part of SCSEP, 
and is allowed to be enrolled in the program for a maximum of 4 years. SCSEP pays 
wages ($8/hour up to 15 hrs/week), covers workers comp and insurance, and seniors 
get all county holidays. Vacations and sick leave are not covered. 
 
Next Steps: 
To become a host agency organizations must: 

• complete a 3 page MOU,  
• indicate you can provide a safe working environment,  
• train the senior on the job, and  
• consider hiring the senior if the opportunity and interest arises.  
 

 
The new MOU will be available mid-May for the three year period beginning July 2009.  
It is recommended that a MOU be submitted even if there are no positions just to be in 
the host site system. 
 
SCSEP will be doing a mass enrollment under this grant within the next 30 days. Arts 
organizations interested in becoming host agencies may contact: 
 
Trinka Petties, Program Director 
County of Los Angeles 
Title V Senior Community Service Employment Program 
3333 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 400 
Los Angeles CA 90010 
Phone:  (213) 738-2702 
Fax:  (213) 480-1125 
Email: XPetties@css.lacounty.gov 
 
Please take advantage of these opportunities! 
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