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The History of the Holiday Celebration

In 2011 the Los Angeles County Holiday Celebration marks its 52nd 
year. The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors has sponsored 
an admission-free show as a holiday gift to the people of the County 
every December 24 since 1959. The late Kenneth Hahn, Supervisor 
of the 2nd District from 1952 to 1992, was the father of the Holiday 
Celebration. Kenneth Hahn cared deeply about the accessibility of 
the arts to everyone. He personally helmed the fundraising for the 
first celebration, which was called the Christmas Program and took 
place at the Sports Arena. When Dorothy “Buffy” Chandler sought 
Hahn’s support for the proposed Music Center, he told her that he 
would support it if he could be sure that the Music Center would be 
open free to the residents of the County at least one day each year. 
In 1964 the Holiday Celebration moved to the just-opened Music 
Center and the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion continues to host the 
Holiday Celebration to this day.

The Los Angeles County Arts Commission is executive producer of 
the Holiday Celebration, both the live three-hour show at the Music 
Center and the one-hour special drawn from the live show and 
broadcast nationally. The live presentation at the Music Center is 
the largest holiday show in the County. Attendance has become a 
seasonal tradition for thousands of Angelenos. Since 1965, public 
television station KCET has broadcast the show live in Southern 
California. The first one-hour “best of” compilation of the live 
show aired nationally on PBS in 2002. The 2011 national show, 
broadcast in high definition via American Public Television, is airing 
across the country during the month of December.
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Program subject to change
All times approximate

Celebrate your L.A.!
•	 What’s your favorite local holiday event?  

Share it at facebook.com/LAHolidayCelebration
•	 Take a photo of your Holiday Celebration experience 

and share it on our Facebook wall.
•	 Tweet from your seat! Follow us at  

twitter.com/lacountyarts
•	 Join the conversation: #HCLA | #LACAC | @LACAC  

(top tweets will get mentioned during the live show!)
•	 But remember: phones on SILENT and no FLASH when 

taking pictures.  Thank you.

Hosts: Suzanna Guzmán and Tia Carrere

3:00 pm
La Santa Cecilia*
Miguel Ramirez, Percussion
Alex Bendaña, Bass
Gloria Estrada, Guitar, Guitarrón
Hugo Vargas, Drums
Jose Pepe Carlos, Accordion
Marisol Hernandez, Vocals
AMARGA NAVIDAD Jose Alfredo Jimenez Sandoval
LA NEGRA Arr. La Santa Cecilia

3:10 pm
Voices of Destiny Choir*
Michael Fisher, Pastor/Director
Antonio Santiago, Piano
Marquise Brown, Keyboard
Bobby Whiten, Guitar
Jeff Mitchell, Bass
Courtney Morrow, Drums
WHAT HE’S DONE FOR ME Marquise Brown

3:15 pm
The Bricks*
Fidel T. Rodriguez, Director  
Maria Tuadi, Lead Vocals
Anthony Gutierrez, Vocals, Lead Guitar 
Tevin Douglas, Vocals, Percussion
Marcy Mejia, Guitar
Omari Cass, Keyboard
Louie Gonzales, Bass
Dazie’ White, Drums
Tonalli Tonanztin Garcia-Rodriguez, Native American Fan Drum
Leon Mobley, Master Percussionist
with The Six
Adriana Arellano
Jenny Mangandi
Alondra Uribina
Gabriela Salazar
Guadalupe Montellano
Kate Ridgewell
PEACE ON EARTH, CAN IT BE? Arr. The Bricks

3:25 pm
Salvation Army Tabernacle Children’s 
Chorus
Barbara Allen, Director
Venus Wood, Piano
Steve Allen, Bass Guitar
Redding Causey, Drums
Martin Hunt, Trumpet
Arnold Henry-John, Trumpet
James Allen, Trombone
COOL YULE Arr. Steve Allen
SHOWBIZ SNOWMAN Andy Beck & Brian Fisher
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The Bricks Salvation Army Tabernacle Children’s Chorus
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3:30 pm
Trumpetology
Walter Simonsen, Trumpet
James Blackwell, Trumpet
Brian Owen, Trumpet
Tim Gill, Trumpet
Cameron Summers, Trumpet
Adam Bravo, Piano
Alex King, Bass
Adam Alesi, Drums
WHAT CHILD IS THIS? Traditional

3:40 pm
City of Angels Community  
Children’s Choir*
Richard Medrano, Artistic Director
Ryan Whyman, Piano
Marco Palmer, Snare Drum
Mary Cervantes, Flute
PATAPAN Bernard de la Monnoye
CHRISTMAS WISH Joseph M Martin

3:45 pm
Versa Style Dance Company*
Jackie Lopez & Leigh Foaad, Artistic Directors
holiday TRAFFIC 
Choreography: Jackie Lopez “Miss Funk” & Leigh Foaad 
“Breezelee”
“My Definition” Music: Remix by DJ Technique
Dancers: Jackie Lopez, Leigh Foaad, Harry Weston, 
Maya Zellman, Lilian Ortega, Anthony Berry, Alex Ayon, 
Jojo Flores, Ernesto Galarza, Diane Palaganas, Kay Basa

3:50 pm
Kwan Gyu Lim Dance Company*
Kwan Gyu Lim, Director
BUTTERFLY’S DREAM 
Choreography: Kwan Gyu Lim
“Butterfly’s Dream” Music: Traditional
Dancers: Kwan Gyu Lim, In Soon Yang, Soo Jung Lee, Jung 
Hwa Hwang, Un Kyo Kim, Il Hwa Park, Hwa Kyung Kwon

3:55 pm
Agape Love Ensemble
Tim McAfee-Lewis, Director
Christian Klikovits, Keyboard
Curtis Byrd, Drums
Miles Joseph, Lead Guitar
Ming Freeman, Keyboard/Piano
Rob McDonald, Bass Guitar
Lead Vocalist, Brenda Lee Eager, Sabrina Johnson, 
Tim McAfee-Lewis
LOVE IS THE LIGHT  Unknown, arr. Tim McAfee-Lewis
O HOLY NIGHT Adolphe Adam, arr. Tim McAfee-Lewis

4:05 pm
Harmonic Bronze Handbell Ensemble
Lawrence Rowland, Director
HAVA NAGILA - let us rejoice 
Traditional, Arr. Matthew Compton

4:10 pm
The Charles Dickens Carolers*
Kevin St. Clair, Director
O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL  
Traditional, Arr. Kevin St. Clair
BABY, IT’S COLD OUTSIDE  
Frank Loesser, Arr. Kevin St. Clair

4:20 pm 
Grandeza Mexicana Folk Ballet Company
Jose Vences, Artistic Director
Zacatecas 
Choreography: Jose Vences
“Zacatecas” Music: Traditional
Dancers: Erica Bawek, Ignacio Hernandez-Delgado, 
Lilia Muniz, Ruby Muniz, Roxanne Onofre, Luis Enrique 
Gonzalez, Natalie Torres, Martin Rodriguez, Rossy Perez, 
Maria Romero, Jose Ybanez, Adrian Saldana, Victor 
Mendoza, Jennifer Calito, Rosa Murrieta, Alexandra 
Mora, Isaac Villarreal, Isai Pazos, Miguel Marron, Cristina 
Romero, Noemi Robles, Juan de la Rosa, Roberto Sanchez

5Tweet: twitter.com/lacountyarts  •  Post: facebook.com/LAHolidayCelebration

Agape Love Ensemble Harmonic Bronze Handbell Ensemble
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4:25 pm
Mt. Rubidoux Seventh Day Adventist  
Church Choir
Dr. Alan Woodson, Director
Alden Clarke, Piano
Dewayne Swan, Keyboard
Frank Calvin, Bass
Gary Pickens, Jr., Drums
REJOICE Richard Smallwood

4:30 pm
Mandrill*
Lou Wilson, Trumpet, Congas, Vocals, Percussion
Ric Wilson, M.D., Vocals, Saxophone, Percussion
Carlos Wilson, Vocals, Trombone, Flute, Timbales
Lamont Sydnor, Drums
Mark Rey, Guitar
Arlan Schierbaum, Keyboards
Mike Holden, Bass Guitar
Wilfredo Wilson, Vocals, Percussion
Eric Robnett, Percussion
Keith Barry, Viola, Baritone Sax 
PERFORMANCE TBA

4:40 pm
Young Angels Choir
In Joon Jang, Conductor
Gloria Chung, Assistant Conductor
KyoungA Lee, Accompanist
KyoungHee Kim, Piano
SangYoun Park, Percussion
Yoe Joo Hwang, Violin
Dorothy Kwon, Violin
Sung Hee Chang, Cello
SNOW FLOWER Jae Hoon Park
EL CANT DELs OCelLS (CAROL OF THE BIRDS)  
Spanish Folksong, Arr. Vallerie Shields

4:45 pm
The Shpil*
Claire Bergen, Violin
Jessica Ruiz, Clarinet
Isaac Schankler, Accordion
John Graves, String Bass
T.J. Troy, Drums
TWIRLY MOUSTACHE Isaac Schankler
HANUKAH OH HANUKAH Traditional, Lyrics by 
Mordkhe Rivesman
I HAVE A LITTLE DREIDEL Mikhl Gelbart, Samuel Goldfarb
DREY DREYDELE David Beigelman, Moishe Oysher

4:55 pm
Prime Note Ensemble*
Novem Cabios, Conductor
KRUHAY Beny Castillon

5:00 pm 
Mariachi Sol de Mexico de  
Jose Hernandez
Jose Hernandez, Director, Trumpet
Roberto Diaz, Trumpet
Jorge Contreras, Trumpet
Erick Hernandez, Violin
Joaquin Rodrigues, Violin
Fernando Moreno, Violin
Roberto Lopez, Violin
Gustavo Peña, Violin
TBD, Violin
Jesse L. Hernandez, Guitar
Anthony Zuñiga, Vihuela
Jorge Flores, Bass
Guillermo Acuña, Harp
EL NICHO Traditional, Arr. Jose Hernandez
RONDINELLA Traditional, Arr. Jose Hernandez

6

The Shpil Prime Note Ensemble



5:10 pm
Colburn Children’s Choir and  
the Young Men’s Chorus
Mikhail Shtangrud, Director
Pepron Pilibossian, Piano
Feliz navidad Jose Feliciano, Arr. Snyder
candlelight carol John Rutter

5:15 pm
Adaawe*
Phylliss Bailey, Vocal Director
Anindo Marshall, Kalabash
Bridget Graham, Shekere
Desiree Glover, Drums
Joselyn Wilkinson, Shekere
Onique Afenjar, Kawabash
Nikeiltha Campbell, Djun-djun
Noriko Oling, Keyboard/Piano
Phylliss Baily Brooks, Ocean Drum
Robin Rountree, Bass
ILE LOGUN Arr. Adaawe
WADE IN THE WATER Arr. Adaawe

5:20 pm
Palmdale High School Choral Union
Michael McCullough, Director
I’LL BE HOME FOR CHRISTMAS Walter Kent,  
Arr. Mark Hayes
SOMEBODY TALKIN’ BOUT JESUS Stacey V. Gibbs

5:30 pm
Jazz Tap Ensemble
Lynn Dally, Artistic Director
Jerry Kalaf, M.D., Drums
Doug Walter, Piano
Ryan McGillicuddy, Bass
PERCUSSION GROOVE 
Choreography: Lynn Dally 
“Percussion One/Jeannine” Music: Jerry Kalaf, Duke Pearson
Dancers: Maya Guice, Kenji Igus, B’Jon Carter Burnell, 
Sandy Vazquez

5:40 pm
Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles
E. Jason Armstrong, Artistic Director and Conductor
Michael Alfera, Piano
A SONG FOR CHRISTMAS Arr. Danny Ray
VARIOUS THEMES ON “FA-LA-LA” Arr. Chuck Bridwell

5:50 pm 
Lisa Haley & the Zydekats
Lisa Haley, Band Leader and Violin
Gigi Rabe, Accordion
Chuck Alvarez, Guitar
Andy Anders, Bass
Maria Martinez, Drums
JOY RIDE CHRISTMAS Lisa Haley, Andy Anders

The audience is invited to sing along on Silent Night.

Silent Night
Joseph Mohr & Franz Xaver Gruber

Silent Night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright

Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child
Holy infant so tender and mild

Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent Night, holy night
Son of God loves pure light

Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace

Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
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